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November 5, 2014 
 
Dear Citizen Forum Participant: 
 
I am a professor with the Consortium for Science, Policy and Outcomes at Arizona State 
University. I am conducting a research study on the deliberations you will be participating in as 
part of the NASA Asteroid Initiative Deliberate (AID) citizens’ engagement event.  
 
The goal of the research is two-fold: to assess the participants’ views on asteroid strikes and the 
effect the deliberation has in formulating them. The project aims to advance our understanding of 
ways for citizens to become more directly involved in national science policy issues and will 
provide insight into designing ways for ordinary people to participate in technological practices 
and policies from local through national, and perhaps international levels. 
 
I am inviting your participation, which will involve spending November 8, 2014 participating in 
the NASA AID events and completing the pre- and post-event surveys, as well as the possibility 
of a post-event interview. You have the right not to answer any question, and to stop the 
interview at any time. The research team will observe the NASA AID events. They will be 
taking notes, but they will not be recording individual names. 
 
Your participation in this study is voluntary.  If you choose not to participate or to withdraw 
from the study at any time, there will be no penalty.  You must be 18 or older to participate in the 
research study.  
 
Participants in the NASA AID event will have the opportunity to learn about and express their 
views on asteroid strikes, and policies regarding NASA’s Asteroid Initiative. Participants will 
receive a stipend of $100 at the end of the day. There are no foreseeable risks or discomforts to 
your participation. 
 
Your responses will be anonymous. The pre- and post-surveys are linked by an anonymous 
three-digit code so that we can make comparisons, but they will not be linked to your name. The 
results of this study may be used in reports, presentations, or publications but your name will not 
be known. Most results will only be shared in the aggregate form and any individual comments 
will remain anonymous.  
 
Some of the table discussions will be audio taped to allow the researchers to more fully explore 
the deliberations. Please let the facilitator at your table know if you do not want your 
participation to be recorded; you also can change your mind after the event starts, just let the 
facilitator know. All recordings will be kept in a secure location and only be used by the 
researchers to further our understanding of the deliberations that take place. In addition, any 
notes taken by the research team will be secured and used only by the research team for research 
purposes. 



 

 
In addition, three to five deliberation participants will be selected to ‘be the face and voice’ of a 
clearly defined position statement identified in the deliberation sessions. These participants will 
be asked if they would like to participate in a video interview, while they are at the deliberation 
event. That video will be posted on the online deliberation site for the public to weigh in on the 
positions. This additional interview is entirely voluntary, and interested participants will be asked 
to sign a standard model release form.  
 
If you have any questions concerning the research study, please contact the research team at: Ira 
Bennett (ira.bennett@asu.edu); 480-727-8830). If you have any questions about your rights as a 
subject/participant in this research, or if you feel you have been placed at risk, you can contact 
the Chair of the Human Subjects Institutional Review Board, through the ASU Office of 
Research Integrity and Assurance, at (480) 965-6788. Please let me know if you wish to be part 
of the study. 
 
Thank you for your participation in the NASA Asteroid Initiative Deliberation. 
 

 
 
Ira Bennett 
Assistant Research Professor 
Co-Director, Center for Engagement and Training in Science and Society 
 
 
 
 
 

Name (please print): _______________________________________________________  

Signature: ________________________________________________________________  

  



 

 

Model Release Form  

I grant permission to the Arizona Board of Regents, on behalf of Arizona State University and its agents or 
employees, to copyright and publish all or any part of photographs and/or motion pictures and/or voice 
recordings and/or written/spoken statements taken of me on the date and at the location listed below for use 
in university publications, including printed, moving, audio and electronic, all exhibitions, public displays, 
publications, commercial art, and advertising purposes in any media without limitation or reservation.  

I hereby waive any right to inspect or approve the finished photographs/motion pictures/voice recordings/ 
written/spoken statements or printed or electronic matter that may be used in conjunction with them now or in 
the future, whether that use is known to me or unknown, and I waive any right to royalties or other 
compensation arising from or related to the use of the photographs/motion pictures/voice recordings/ 
written/spoken statements.  

I hereby agree to release, defend, and hold harmless the Arizona Board of Regents, on behalf of Arizona 
State University and its agents or employees, including any firm publishing and/or distributing the finished 
product in whole or in part, whether on paper, in motion pictures, or via electronic media, from and against 
any claims, damages or liability arising from or related to the use of the photographs/motion pictures/voice 
recordings/written/ spoken statements, including but not limited to any misuse, distortion, blurring, alteration, 
optical illusion or use in composite form, either intentionally or otherwise, that may occur or be produced in 
taking, processing, reduction or production of the finished product, its publication or distribution. It is the 
discretion of Arizona State University to decide whether to use the image.  

I am 18 years of age or older, and I am competent to contract in my own name. I have read this release 
before signing below, and I fully understand the contents, meaning and impact of this release. I understand 
that I am free to address any specific questions regarding this release by submitting those questions in writing 
before signing, and I agree that my failure to do so will be interpreted as a free and knowledgeable 
acceptance of the terms of this release.  
 

Event and Location of Photographing/Filming/Recording/Etc.: Informing NASA’s Asteroid Initiative: 
A Citizen Forum; Phoenix, AZ; November 8, 2014 

Name (please print): _______________________________________________________  

Signature: ________________________________________________________________  


